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EDITOR’S NOTE 
 
Hello again everyone, and welcome to 
the Autumn Edition of Forever Young.   
 
Our member story for this issue is an 
introduction to a new member, Peter 
Solomons.  Peter has very happily 
shared his amazing motorcycling 
experience, a life of much colour and 
a tale or many, to which I’m sure we 
can relate. 
 
So, after a chat over lunch – a very 
long lunch – I’m pleased to be able to 
offer you a story of much interest, 
bearing in mind the difficulty of 
somehow condensing 81 years into 
one article.   It’s so important that, as a 
club, we extend the hand of welcome 
to new faces and how better to do this, 
than getting to know them.  Peter’s 
story is impossible to fit into a confined 
space, and this is by no means an 
attempt to cover every aspect – but 
with a little fast forwarding, we’ve 
come up with a glance into a life 
which I’m sure will bring a smile. 
 
Enjoy what you read - travel safe 
wherever you go and however you get 
there. 
 

Dale 
 

OUR CLUB 
 
Classic Riders Club Goulburn (CRCG) 
was born from the idea to form a 
Motorcycle Club which catered for 
restorers and riders of old and classic 
motorcycles.  Nurtured by Neil 
MacDonald and Richard Corbet, this 
idea very soon blossomed into ‘our 
club’.  Neil’s under house area became 
the unofficial workshop for this 
enterprise and the official launch was 
on 13 August 1991, with the 
inaugural meeting held at Goulburn’s 
RSL Club.  CRCG commenced ‘life’ 
with 23 potential members, and today 
we have over 130 members and 116 
motor cycles on Club Plates.  We meet 
on the second Tuesday of each month 
at Goulburn Workers’ Club, 
commencing 7.30pm. 
 
New members are always welcome 
and more information is available on 
our Club Website  : 
 
www.classicridersclubgoulburn.com.
au  
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MEMBER STORY 

PETER  (SOLLY) 

SOLOMONS 

Peter was born in Cobar on 28 

February 1938, and brought home by 

horse and dray to the New Occidental 
Hotel. 

The hotel was built in 1879, originally 

known as the Star Hotel  - successful 

up until the end of WW1 thanks to the 

mining population prevalent in the 

area.  After tragedy, fire, closing of the 

mines and a plummet in the town’s 

population around the 1920s, 

publicans gave up their liquor 

licenses.  It wasn’t until the 1930s that 

the town’s fortunes turned around.  
New mines opened and the Star Hotel 

was remodeled to become the New 

Occidental Hotel. 

For the first nine months of his life, this 

was Peter’s home.  … until his parents 

returned with their family to 

Parramatta. 

In 1948 at the age of ten, Peter was 

introduced to the world of 

motorcycles.  An introduction in the 

form of a BSA Bantom 125.  It 

belonged to the boyfriend of his mate’s 

sister.  Each Saturday afternoon, Peter 

would venture out with his friends 

and ride the Bantom around the block 

from where they lived in Boundary 

Street Parramatta. This launch into 

motorcycle riding didn’t run 

particularly smoothly, but it set the 

pace for much of his life.  An 

education beginning with how to start 
the engine and take off, but without 

any attention given to basic 

requirements on how to stop …. And 

so after going round more than the 

fair number of times, it became 

apparent that Peter might have to keep 

going until he ran out of petrol.    He 

discovered another solution though, 

when he throttled off, and motored 

into a picket fence.  The boys parked 

the bike back in the usual spot and 

went home.  To this day, says Peter, no 

one noticed, or at least they never 

questioned exactly how that 

motorcycle managed to have broken 
forks, or why the boys never rode it 

again.  

The next eye catcher was an Ariel 500 

Red Hunter which lived next door.  

Already, Peter had set his sights on 

motorcycle life. 

He was fifteen when he started on 
speedway with his friend Jack 

Bissaker.   They worked on bikes, 

pulled them down, completely rebuilt 

Jack’s Velocette and inhaled the 

experiences offered at the track.  It 

was at the age of sixteen that Peter 

bought Jack’s Vello which he kept for 

12 months before announcing that he 

was trading it in – ‘give me one last 
ride’ asked Jack.  …. And he did, but 

the last ride took an unplanned knock 

as a straight eight Buick ran  over the 

top of  Jack and the Vello.  Both 

survived but the Vello was reduced to 

spare parts value and Peter exchanged 

the ‘bits’ for 12 pounds. 

Two brothers Jack and Bobby Sharpe 

had a track at Arcadia.  Their Dad – 

old Jack – graded out a track at their 

property, which they used in the off 

season for practice and tuning of the 

bikes. For them, it provided much 

advantage.  Peter practiced there too 

and at the age of 15½ , entered the 

world of fast riding, parties, hard 

living and an awareness that the more 
he put into this ‘world’ the better he 

could ride.  

He hadn’t any affection for school – 

and recalls after only two days there, 

he asked his teacher Miss Swan if he 

could go to the toilet, where he 

discovered a gap in the paling fence to 

the school yard and from there, he 

went home.  Although he was made to 

return to school, his desire to be 

somewhere else never left him and the 
open space that motorcycle riding 

provided, drew him closer. 

Peter’s Mum and Dad never knew he 

rode until he and his girlfriend at the 

time – Elaine, leader of Parramatta 

marching girls – had an argument.  In 

retaliation, Elaine reported back to his 

parents on what he had been doing.  

Inevitably, Peter’s parents and siblings 

turned up at Westmead Speedway to 

see for themselves.  Peter was the 

eldest of four. 

The organisers Col Corruthers and Bill 

Laird spotted Peter’s ‘Mum and Dad’, 

and bolted.  Peter hid under the 
grader, in a spot where he could keep 

an eye on things.  He was to swing for 

Jack Kemp – from under the grader, he 

could see his parents and also  Jack  so 

he  knew when the race was to begin.  

When the time came to start, out from 

the grader emerged Peter – a pudd’n 

basin helmet on his head, goggles over 

his eyes and a scarf wrapped around 

his neck.  He walked right under the 

noses his family as they stood at the 

starting gate, hopped on the bike and 
went around the track. 

His Mum and Dad watched the bikes  

race and then went home.  Nothing 

was said. 

Until the day Brian ‘Bluey’ Barnes 

asked Peter to swing for him and Peter 
said ‘yes’.  This was a great honour.  

When he returned home that 

afternoon, his Mum was sitting on the 

lounge crying.  ‘What’s up?’ asked 

Peter.  ‘I didn’t bring you into this 
world to have you die before me.  
Promise you won’t race any more’.  
This was in 1956, and Peter went to 

Bluey to say that he couldn’t do the 

ride because his Mum was ‘a hell of a 
mess’.   

Bluey replaced Peter with Tony 

Harrison  – race day started in the 

usual order and both riding partners 

set off for the race challenge.  But part 

way around the track, the two of them 

went straight ahead through a bend, 

throttle stuck?, no one knows – Tony 

was killed and Bluey died after four 

days in hospital.  

This was the finish of speedway for 

Peter, a blessing most certainly thanks 

to his Mum’s intuitive strength, but 

also sadness after the years of great 

experience, undoubted good luck, 

mateship and the addictive effects of 

competition, of fumes and fuels and 

the atmosphere as each machine 

moved  around the track. 

Peter had a wide circle of speedway 

mates – Jack Bissaker, Jack Kemp, Bill 
Bingham, Don Little, Ernie Ewhan.  

Don was later killed in Queensland.  

On mass, their hard living rolled along 

at a pace to match speedway records. 

… and although their riding days 

didn’t always end well, they were time 

and time again saved from injury by 

nothing more than sheer good fortune 

– like the day they were coming home 

from Windsor speedway, fueled with 
alcohol, travelling downhill towards 

Vauxall Inn on an old Indian, round 

the corner and set to miss the 

driveway.   Peter, who was riding 



pillion shouted ‘you have to go in 
here’, and reached over his mate’s 

shoulder, pulling on the handle bars   

…….. bang into the gutter, breaking 

the front axle. 

Their collective knowledge grew as 

they learned to fix whatever it was that 

they busted.   

Peter had put his age up by 15 months 

to get his bike licence – on paper he 

was 16 and 9 months old.  This paved 

the way for his first time at Bathurst in 

1954.   

In 1959 on his 21st birthday, Peter 

married Polly.  They met in September 

1956 at Bonds Industries 

Wentworthville.  Polly was 21 and 

Peter was 18.  He was in love from the 

moment he first saw her.  To follow 

their wedding, they lived at 

Wentworthville and were blessed with 

a daughter Dolores in 1960 and a son 

Leslie in 1962.  From these children 

have come four grandchildren – two 
boys and two girls.   

In 1962 Peter went back into short 

circuit and at Fairfield Motorbike 

Club, won the B Grade Club 

Championship.  His 1954 Vello 350 

kept him company for four years until 

he bought a 1948 model with a rigid 

back end and telescopic forks.  

Eventually, this was parked under the 

house.  … until 1979 when he decided 
to put the motor of the 1948 into the 

1954.  When this was finished, he 

topped it up with petrol and it started 

first go. He completely restored the 

Vello for historic road racing from 

1980 to 1984 – Bathurst, Amaroo, 

Oran Park – when, after a very close 

one at Amaroo in 1984, he retired. 

Many years later, in 1993, he sold it 

for $5,000 and bought a Ford 3,000 

tractor for $7,000 – the Ford is still 

with him and working hard at 

Gunning. 

Bikes during this time included a 350 

Suzuki bought in 1977, a 750 Honda 

bought in 1978/79 and a 1978 

Ducati Darma bought in 1980.   In 

1984 Peter bought a FJ 1100 and sold 

it in 1985.  This was his last road bike 

until 2003 when he bought the 1985 

FJ 1200 which he still has today. 

But running all the time alongside 

Peter’s life with motorcycles, was his 

working life.  He drove semitrailers 

inter and intra state from 1959 to 

1974.  He became a Merchant Seaman 

commencing 1974 and in January 

1975 to 1992 he worked on an oil 

tanker for Caltex.  He spent the end of 

his time as Merchant Seaman on the 

Aurora Australis, and during his last 

18 months on the Aurora on a run to 

Antarctica, six months on and six 
months off.  Peter describes this as ‘the 
greatest experience of my life’. 

Retirement ‘first’ came for Peter in 

1995 when he settled on a 50 acre 

property in Gunning to run Murray 

Grey cattle.   

In 1999 Peter bought a Ford Kentucky 

Prime Mover and 34 foot tipper trailer 

and went back to work.  He tipped the 

trailer over in BHP Port Kembla, and 

sold the unit in 2001 after being off 

work for only three weeks.  Following 

six months of not working, he went 

back to driving interstate – this would 

be for six years.   

There was a space in time from 
September 2002 when Peter was 

sitting at his kitchen table.  He stood 

up and looked at the wall facing him.  

It was rolling about as if in an 

earthquake.  Polly helped him to sit 

down, at which time she noticed his 

arm limp and one side of his face 

dropped.  Close to hospital at 

Wentworthville, it took  4½ minutes 

for the ambulance to arrive.  He 

received treatment for a mini stroke 

and  fully recovered – he recalls the 

event very clearly, although he was 

unable to communicate at the time.  ‘I 
could hear everyone talking but 
couldn’t respond, couldn’t get the 
words out to answer them – except for 
Jesus Christ!!’  These two words came 

easily and often from the time he sat 

back down at the table to the time he 

arrived at the hospital.  So clear were 

they, that the nurse commented that 

he seemed to be very angry with Jesus.   

Peter retired again, in 2008. But 

retirement for this ‘young man’ wasn’t 

the regular kind.    

He bought himself an interest in race 

horses, he has set his mind to race 

motorcycles again like the old times 

and his search for a motorcycle club to 

join, brought him to Classic Riders’.   

Never in the slow lane, and with no 

sign of ever looking to find access to it, 

Solly has lived life as if shot out of a 

canon.  He made some changes along 

the way and although these changes 

didn’t come in time to save his 

marriage, they did however, allow 

him to retain a close and dedicated 

friendship with Polly.  As  he talks of 

her, we are left with no doubt that she 

is his forever love.   

‘From the 8th of June 1978, I was 
sober.’ he declares.  At that time he 

overcame the boredom of not being 

bar bound by following a suggestion 

his son made.  That was to bring the 

Vello from under the house and  

restore it to life.  It led to his start at 

Bathurst in 1980.  

In recent years and with a hunger for 

adventure,  Peter has filled his life – 

work, greyhounds, motorcycles, race 

horses, farming.  When we met up, he 

was waiting for his racing colours to 

come so he could make the trip to 

Nowra and watch the horses run their 

trials; he’s building stables at his 

Gunning home; his Ducati is with Ian 

Gowanloch for an overhaul; his 

Yamaha at Goulburn for a new motor 

and he now has his cams licence so 

he’s off to Wakefield Park to race his 

Norton. 

Within each compartment of his life, 

Peter has had wins and losses, but it’s 

the genuine delivery with which he 

recounts each event, and the loyalty he 

has for his friends that tugs at your 

heart ….  to a fault I hasten to add, like 

the time he was locked up because his 

mate was arrested and Peter said ‘if he 
goes in, then I will too’.  Not having too 

many offers like that, the policeman 

gladly gave them both shelter for the 
night. 

A happy smile and a thirst for living, a 

constitution of massive strength – 81 

years of life and continuing fearless. 

… and on the subject of wins and 

losses, having him as a member of our 

club now, for us, is a most definite 

win. 

  

 First bike ever bought brand 

new, Yamaha FJ 110 1984/85 

 



                                                                                         

                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                     

 

                                           

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

    

  

Ducati – the best bike 

Peter ever had, 1978 

750 Honda 1979 

 

 

Velocette – Peter had a 

1954 Vellocette 350 and 

a then bought a 1948 

model with a rigid back 

end and telescopic forks.   

It was parked under the 

house for a time, but 

following a prompt from 

his son, Peter dragged it 

out and put the motor of 

the 1948 into the 1954.  

Peter completely restored 

the Vello for historic 
road racing from 1980 

to 1984 – Bathurst, 

Amaroo, Oran Park – 

when, after a very close 

one at Amaroo in 1984, 

he retired. 

 

 

Left – Velocette pre 

restoration in 1979 

 



        

  

 

Restoration commenced 

1979 

 

Restoration complete nine 

months later in 1980 

 

 



                

  

 

1980 

 

Peter at Bathurst 

with his Velocette, 

1981 



  

 



  
Bathurst Raceway 

The name Bathurst is synonymous with racing, and from the beginning in 1938, motorcycles have 

been part of The Mountain.  An unforgiving track, which, as changes to the safety aspects became 

more directed towards the needs of the car racing community, became less suitable for motorcycle 

racing.  Deaths and injuries resulted – sadly, the last motorcycle race held at Bathurst was in 2000, but 

in that period of time, the circuit and the riders have remained in the memories and hearts of all 

those who were drawn to the ‘fever of racing’ and anyone who ever had the experience of being there 

on race day.  There are plans for the return of motorcycles to Bathurst, with a new dedicated race 

track in the design stages.  A new permanent circuit at Mt Panorama, budgeted to cost at least $52M.  

Whatever the future holds, it remains a place where history was made, and Peter Solomons was very 

much part of that history.  It’s been such a delight to chat with him and I know, for every story told 

over coffee after a club meeting, there are scores still to come.  He shares with us, photographs of his 

Bathurst racing days and we look forward to that very important task of ‘support’ to his racing rebirth 

at Wakefield. 

 

 



  

 

 



 

 

  

 



 

  

 

To conclude this member story, there is one more brilliant offering – if you tap into ‘Google’ and type ‘Peter Solomons Police Boys 

Club Address, you are in for a treat. .. or you can go to https://www.facebook.com/PCYCParramatta/videos/speech-from-a-

parramatta-legend-peter-solomons/1809604262445175/ 

 In 1949, Peter walked through the Lancer Barracks in Parramatta in a group of six boys, the first to sign up with Parramatta Police  

Boys Club as a Foundation Member.  When the club sold Hassall Street two years ago, they asked Peter to speak.  He was the last 

guest speaker and it’s a ‘don’t miss’ presentation.  For not only has Peter lead an amazing life, his skill in telling a story is second to 

none.   

The note attached to this post reads –  

 

‘On August 22nd 2017 we held our PCYC Parramatta farewell dinner, where we were blessed with a few words from our 
Parramatta Legend Peter Solomons. Peter has been a part of the club since 1949, when it was called the Lancer Barracks Police Boys 

Club. 

He was one of the 6 boys to first represent our club in boxing. 

 
What a true legend he is and his speech shows his amazing personality and was definitely one of the many highlights of the 

wonderful night we had saying our goodbyes to our Hassall street club.’ 

 

https://www.facebook.com/PCYCParramatta/videos/speech-from-a-parramatta-legend-peter-solomons/1809604262445175/
https://www.facebook.com/PCYCParramatta/videos/speech-from-a-parramatta-legend-peter-solomons/1809604262445175/


  

Brian (Bluey) Barnes  -  Editor’s extra 
As a further twist to our Peter Solomon story.  I had invited my neighbour Stan Cleary over for lunch.  Stan is a motorcycle enthusiast 

and a Parramatta boy, now in his eighties.  Always interested in our club and keen to read our magazine, I was telling him about 
Peter, in particular the story of how Peter’s Mum stopped him from racing and the death of two young men.  Stan said – ‘Well, that 
would have to be Bluey Barnes and Tony Harrison.’.  …  and the coincidence just continued to astound me.  Stan’s brother-in-law 

Don Dawes worked in Bluey’s pit crew.  I asked Peter if he knew Don and his response was – ‘Yes, I knew Don when he rode a 
Vincent and drove a 35 Ford coup.  His father was a builder … a street was named after him in Wentworthville.’    Don’s widow Val 

– Stan’s sister  - was kind enough to send me some photos relevant to Bluey and that fateful day.   

  

  

 

Photographs supplied by Des Lawrence, Speedway Photo Service 

Photographs compliments of Val Dawes 

Brian (Bluey) Barnes and Tony Harrison both lost their lives in 

a crash at Westmead Speedway on 19 August 1956. Don 
Dawes, as well as being a close friend to Bluey, had the task of 

pushing Bluey’s bike on to the track to the start point.  Don’s 

daughter Kim Kovacs, writes – The day Bluey was killed, my 
Dad was not there, he took the day off because he had just got 
a new car and took it for a run to the Blue Mountains.  On 
their way back from the drive he heard that there had been a 
serious accident at the track.  He and my Mum went straight 
to the Parramatta hospital and spent a little time with Bluey 
before he died. My Dad was with the East Parramatta MC 
Club from 1951 – 1957.   Kim goes on to express how 

fortunate it was that her Dad wasn’t at the track that day, and 

also that Peter didn’t ride.   
Photograph from Wells-Richardson family collection 



BLACK DOG RIDE 

17 March 2019 

 

  

 

 

In 2009, Steve Andrews set off on 

a 14,500 km Black Dog Ride 

around Australia  to raise 

awareness of depression. Steve 

was successful in raising 

$34,232.80 and he knew then 

that his solo ride was just the 

beginning. It evolved into a 

national charity gathering 

thousands of Australians who 
have raised millions for mental 

health programs and fostered 

mental health awareness around 

the nation. 

The inaugural one day ride set 

off from south west Western 

Australia in April 2010 when 

hundreds of riders joined Steve 

on his day long mission to raise 

awareness of depression.  By 
March 2018 over 6,500 riders, 

in 41 regions across Australia 

had participated in this cause. 

Since then, over 2,000 

participants have joined the 

annual two-wheeled regional 

awareness raising adventure.  

The aim to start conversations 

around depression and suicide 

prevention, raise awareness in 

communities involved with the 
rides, engage with local 

communities, build social links,  

provide advice on support 

services, and  raise funds for 

mental health services, has been 

effected. 

This cause also supports local 

business and community groups 

- photographs here are taken at 

Braidwood, just one stop over in 
a day which brings so many, 

together.  This group began their 

one-dayer in Canberra, rode to 

Goulburn, and then to 

Braidwood’s  Memorial Park for 

the afternoon. Braidwood Life 

Centre was the beneficiary of the 

event – over $1,000 was raised.  
The term 'black dog' was first 

used by British wartime Prime 

Minister, Sir Winston Churchill, 

who suffered depression and 

used to refer to the 'black dog' 

that followed him.  

BLACK DOG RIDE STOP OVER AT BRAIDWOOD – HOSTED BY 
BRAIDWOOD LIFE CENTRE  - PRESIDENT DAVID AVERY IS 

PICTURED BELOW FAR RIGHT. 



AUSTRALIAN ARIEL 

REGISTER RALLY 

22-25 March 2019 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

This year’s AAR Rally was based at 
Holiday Haven White Sands, more 
often known as ‘the caravan park on 
the point’ at Huskisson boasting 
premium caravan and camping sites 
with uninterrupted views across Jervis 
Bay. 

With direct access to Huskisson Beach 
and only a ten minute stroll to clubs, 
pubs, dolphin and whale watching 
cruises, shops, cafes and restaurants, 
this was the perfect location.  

Club members Mischelle Lees and 
Tony Gosling shared the occasion with 
about 60 Ariel riders gathered for the 
event.  Mischelle won the Best Lady 
Rider Trophy but reported back to say 
she was the only lady rider and added 
that her Ariel had a major break down.  
In true good hearted spirit, Mischelle 
said the bonus for her was to meet 
another backup driver.   

The AAR holds an annual rally in a 
different locality each year. The next 
rally will be held at the Outlook 
Training Centre, Boonah QLD in early 
May 2020.  More details will be 
available when dates are finalised. 
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MACHINE SHOW 

BRAIDWOOD 

29 - 31 March 2019 

The Machine Show, held at the 

Braidwood Showground, is a vintage 

motorcycle camp-out weekend for all 

ages, all motorcycle marques and all 
motorcycle styles.  It is a family event 

and organisers are aiming to draw 

participation from all over the world 

to showcase the amazing life possible 

after becoming  involved in 

motorcycles. 

‘We plan to grow The Machine Show 
over the next 5-10 years into one of 
the best shows on the Australian and 
hopefully world motorcycling 
calendar.  We expect to be still doing 
this show (if the motorcycle Gods are 
willing) 20 years from now.  We are 
here for the long road, you know the 
one, with all the twists and turns that 
you never want to end.  We are 
dedicated to keeping the show 
motorcycle oriented first and 
foremost, and to provide a safe, family 
based event for all ages.  …. You don’t 
need to leave your bike parked on the 
street, we want you to bring it into the 
campgrounds and tell us why you ride 
the bike you do.  Your bike may be 30 
years and older in a few years and will 
be the vintage-eligible bike of the 
future.’ 

This camp-out weekend is for both 

Friday and Saturday nights.  Bathroom 

facilities/toilets and showers, food 

vendors, campground with fire-bins 

and firewood for sale, make this a 

comfortable venue for family and 

friends.   

The static ‘show and shine’ display is 

featured all day Saturday – gate opens 

at 8am and all bikes pe-1988 are 

eligible to enter for judging.  This year, 

the Bike Build Competition was 

introduced and the Mini-Machine 

Build comp for under 13s. 

Selling parts or bikes over the 

weekend is also promoted and adds an 

informal swap meet to the event – 

strictly motorcycle related items. 

For more information, check 

out  www.themachineshow.com.au 

Spotted at this year’s show, we are few 

of our club members.  John Towell 

brought  back many photos to share.  

He also had a chat with Ian 

Gowanloch and came home bubbling 

over with information, advice and a 

more than healthy desire to add to his 

own motorcycle collection. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

http://www.themachineshow.com.au/


  

 
 

 
 



  

 
 

  



  

 

 

 

 



TIDDLER RALLY 

13 April 2019 

The Gunning Tiddler Rally this year 

was hosted by the newly formed 
Coolalie Cruisers Motor Club, 

members of which were previously 

part of the Gunning Historic Motor 

Club.   

A total of 64 bikes started the Gunning 

Tiddler  Rally.  The course ran from 

Gunning, along the old Hume 

Highway and Breadalbane/Collector 

Road to Collector for morning tea.  

Freshly cooked pikelets – a signature 
offering of the catering crew – were 

turned on the BBQ and served with 

jam and cream.   

To follow morning tea, with full bellies 

and a few minor repairs to their 

steads, riders set off for their return to 

Rally HQ at Gunning for lunch and 

judging.  The journey this time would 

be through Breadalbane then along 

the Goulburn/Gurrundah and 

Crookwell Roads.    Approximately 
110km in distance. 

Fifteen members represented 

Goulburn Classic Riders’ Club, plus 

Dale Towell riding pillion and Marj 

Speer in her usual role as back up 

trailer driver, extraordinaire. 

Unfortunately, there were two non-

starters on the morning.  Julie 

Kneebone wasn’t well, but Julie’s 

JAWA however, managed to run 

under the steady command of 

Howard, who had the enviable choice 

of two bikes.  Richard Corbet tried to 

squeeze a tyre that was too big, onto 

the rear frame of his DOT scrambler, 

resulting in the lugs catching and 

locking up the wheel. 

John and Dale Towell were also a hard 

luck story and although they started, 

just a skip from the top of the hill 

leading out of Gunning, the throttle 

cable on John’s XS250 Yamaha broke, 

and they chugged back into town.  

With the bike back on their trailer, 

they settled into the café at Gunning 

and waited for everyone else to return.  

Not bearing the ignominy of being the 

first on Marj’s trailer, John was 

questioned whether or not he had 

confused riding the Yamaha with his 

Harley and the need to hold the 

throttle fully open.  A positive of his 

mishap was that it possibly saved John 

another embarrassing encounter with 

a pushbike rider.  … as a peloton of 

about 80 cyclists riding from Sydney 

to Canberra were sighted at 

Breadalbane and they waited for us to 

pass their group on the way to 
Collector.   

A brief stop to tighten the exhaust pipe 

on the AS1 Yamaha possibly had 

Mischelle Lees’ MV Augusta thinking 

it would be back in favour if the trailer 

had been called.   

In fact, the only trailer required was 

for Wilf Rath’s 1926 Douglas, which 

called quits after passing over the 

Hume Creek and finding itself looking 

up towards the long hill slog leading 

to the Crookwell Road – a good effort 

by a 93 year old on a hot day. 

Lunch was regular biker food – home 

made meat and vegie pies with 

mashed potato and mushie peas, 
topped off with apple pie and cream.  

The Rally theme celebrated the 60th 

anniversary of Honda’s first attempt at 

international racing (1959 Isle of Man 

TT) using a CB92 Benly Super Sport 

125 twin where Honda won the 125cc 

Manufacturer’s Cup – the first of 

Honda’s international racing awards.  

Bronwyn Temple’s 1973 example was 

a welcome inclusion to the Rally. 

Trophy recipients from CRCG were -  

Wilf Rath for the pre 1931 class with 

his 1926 Douglas B23, Chris Parlett 

for the scooter category with his 1963 

Vespa VBB150 and Rob Temple won 

the major raffle prize of a portable 

BBQ.  It should fit perfectly on the rack 

of his AG100 Yamaha. 

(Report & photographs this page 
provided by Charles Hillier) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Top – Chris Parlett receives best scooter 
category 

Next – Wilf Rath receives best pre 1931 
category 

Below - Vesper line up 



  

 

 

Gunning Tiddler 

Rally 

Photographs 
compliments of 

Marj & Keith 

Speer 



  

 

 

 

 

 

 

More 

Tiddler 
photographs 

Left - Julie Kneebone’s Jawa                      
Top - Ron Barton and Bob Morton’s camp 

site 

 

 

A Tiddler by definition according to Mr Google is  - A 
small fish, especially the three-spined 

stickleback.   Tiddler, the basic component of 

a TiddlyWiki.    Tiddly (barbershop). 

A small motorcycle, similar to a moped but with a bigger 

engine.  Good to know. 

Phil Collins’ entry 



 

 

 

Thank you Charles Hillier for reporting on what was a 

wonderful event.  Well supported by CRCG, this rally drew a 

healthy attendance and perfect riding weather.  

Congratulations and thanks also to the Coolalie Cruisers 

organising team for all the hard work that went into making 

this event possible.  John and I look forward to the 
opportunity next year to perhaps make it a little further out 

of town.   ↓ 

 



CHARITY RIDE 

14 April 2019 

  

 

 

 

Classic Riders’ Club Charity (Loose Change) 

Ride has become an annual event, another 

opportunity for our Club to work closely with 

the wonderful Can Assist.  This year, we raised 

a total of $500 and as always, the money was 

very much appreciated.  Also good to see Ian 

McMurdo out and about  -   we’ve missed your 

smiling face Ian.   

When I chatted with Ian after the ride day, he 

expressed much thanks to our club and added 

that the steady support we offer, and the 

ongoing relationship between the two clubs, is 

valued immensely. 

He also wanted to send a special thank you to 

Wayne Adams, who brought all the equipment 
required for the BBQ lunch and who worked 

tirelessly to make the day wonderful for 

everyone. 

There were about thirty motorcycles in the 

starting line up at Goulburn’s Belmore Park and 

the lunch stop was at our Monument.   

… thanks also to Frank Millwood for bringing 

this event to life and gathering members for 

what was a great event. 

 

 

 



 

  

 

 

 

 
Photographs thanks to Marj & Keith Speer   ↑ 

Photographs thanks to Frank Millwood  ↓ 

 

 

  

 

 

Jeff Green & Frank Millwood 



  

 

 

Wayne Adams & 

Keith Speer 

 

 



34
th
 ANZAC RALLY 

GRIFFITH 

26-28 April 2019 

 

Marj & Keith Speer, Mischelle Lees and Charles Hillier attended this year’s Griffith Rally AND THE WINNER IS – yes,  Shell won 

runners up trophy best modern classic for her MV Augusta entry.   

CONGRATULATIONS !! 

 

   

The Griffith Classic Motorcycle Club was established in 1985 to meet the growing interest in Veteran, Vintage & Classic 
Motorcycles and to supply a contact point for all the enthusiastic motorcyclists in the local area who were restoring older 
motorcycles.  The Club has around 150 members. 

GCMC’s 1st Rally was held in 1986 on or about the ANZAC Weekend and is called the "ANZAC Rally".  This event usually 
attracts around 120 entries per year. 

The club is open to all motorcycle enthusiasts with no restriction on the age, size or make of the motorcycle. The only restriction 
is on the use of club number plates, the motorcycle must be over 30 years old to be eligible for this form of registration. 

This is an outstanding Rally and we have many friends in the Griffith Club who give loyal support to our club events.  We look  
forward to seeing them in October for our Annual Ride. 

 

 

Photograph supplied by 

Mischelle Lees – Goulburn’s 
150th Railway Event 



GOULBURN 

RAILWAY 150
TH

 

CELEBRATIONS 

25-26 May 2019 

Goulburn Railway celebrated 150 

years since arrival with an open day at 

the Rail Museum and a buzz of activity 

in town.  Here are just a few 

photographs, with thanks to all those 

members who contributed to the 
displays on the day.   

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 
 



  

  

 

 

 



REFLECTIONS OF A 

BROTHER 

Remembering Jack, 

written by Graham 

Glisson 

Jack was the proud owner of a Toyota 

Landcruiser Troopy.  It was an older 

model set up for camping with a stove, 

fridge, sink, cupboards, beds and all 

the necessary gear for off road 

adventures.   

Over a period of fifteen to twenty 

years, Jack and I took the Troopy all 

over Australia. 

We visited air shows and World War 

II aircraft museums and restorations.  

We located inland paddle boats and 

wrecks along the Murray, 
Murrumbidgee and Darling rivers. 

We spent time visiting lighthouses 

along the Victorian, South Australian 

coasts and also Tasmania and 

Kangaroo Island. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The shipwreck coast along the Great 

Ocean Road in Victoria and into South 

Australia was a highlight as there are 

over 100 shipwrecks along that coast. 

On our travels, bike shops were 

always on the list of things to see, and 

once Jack got into a shop it was very 

hard to get him out. 

He would inspect every bike in sight 

and with vintage bikes high on the list, 

he had to check how the fuel, electrics 
and brakes etc worked. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

He would photograph every bike that 

took his fancy and then explain to me 

how it worked.   

That was Jack, my brother, leader in 

our adventures, guide of my 

knowledge.  

Remembered always for his passion of 

life and his love of classic bikes. 

 

******** 

 

 

 

 

 



OUT & ABOUT 

 
VETERAN’S VINTAGE & CLASSIC MOTORCYCLE CLUB RALLY 10 MARCH 2019                                                                

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

PHOTOGRAPHS TAKEN AT BUNGENDORE 

 

 

 
 

  

  



 

 
 

 

 

John Towell stops in to see the 

VVCM Rally visitors in Bungendore 

 

 

Club Run 19 April 2019 



  

 

Motorcycle mechanic of tomorrow 

with doggie – helping Pa 

  

 

Well, ‘hello’ 

Charles 

Charles, John, Bruce, Allan 

- somewhere out there -  
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Classic Riders’ Club of Goulburn 2019 Sunday 

Rides 

-  for your Calendar  - 

6 January  –  Tarago, Bungendore, Gundaroo, Gunning, Crookwell, Taralga 

20 January   –   Great Southern Swap Meet 

3 February  –  Currawang, Tarago, Windellama, Bungonia 

10 February  -  Jack Glisson Memorial Ride 

17 February  –  Windellama, Nowra, Kangaroo Valley 

3 March  –  Bungonia, Red Hill Road, Wingello 

17 March  -  Crookwell, Boorowa, Binalong 

31 March – The Machine Show Braidwood 

14 April  -  Loose Change (Charity) Ride Windellama, Bungonia 

28 April  -  Boxer Creek Road, Towrang, dirt to Taralga 

12 May  -  Small & Old  - Gurrundah, Grabben Gullen, Range Road 

26 May  -  Bungonia, Marulan, Bundanoon 

16 June  -  Breadalbane, Collector 

30 June  -  Taralga, Laggan 

14 July  -  Goulburn Loop 

Saturday 27 July  -  Christmas in July – Cascades Restaurant, Best Western Goulburn 

11 August  -  Range Road, Kialla, Crookwell 

25 August  -  Middle Arm Road, dirt road to Roslyn, Woodhouselee 

8 September  -  Breadalbane, Gunning, Crookwell 

22 September  -  Taralga, Abercrombie River 

6 October  -  Currawang, Bungendore, Braidwood, Tarago 

26/27 October  -  CRCG Annual Ride 

9/10 November  -  overnighter – Taralga, Bathurst, Hill End 

17 November  -  Taralga Vintage Farm Field Day  – Taralga Showground 

30 November  -  Goulburn Car & Motorcycle Show – Poidevin Oval 

TBC  -  CRCG Christmas Ride 

TBC  -  Toy Run 

Sunday rides – meet at Belmore Park opposite Court House 9.30am January to May and 

10.am June to August.  Contact Club Captain Frank Millwood  0439 604 153 

 



 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

                                                                                                              

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

CHRISTMAS IN JULY – SATURDAY 27 JULY 2019 - 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

WHAT’S ON  :                                      

 

Our AGM will be held 

on the evening of our  

Tuesday 13 August 

meeting 

Please come along and be a part of the 

plans for our year ahead. 

Light supper will be served and our 

committee will be determined.  This is 

also an opportunity to thank all those 

members for everything they do to 

keep our club running. 

Hope to see you there.  

 

Club Members are invited to 

 Christmas in July dinner at Cascades Restaurant Goulburn  

on Saturday 27 July starting at 6.00pm for 6.30pm 

Cascades is located at the Best Western Motel, northern end of Goulburn’s main street 

RSVP to Mischelle on 0427 297 107 or Dale on 0422 367 011 if you would like to attend, no later than 

Saturday 20 July   

Price per person will be $40 and this cost will be subsided by the club – amount to be advised. 



  

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

Classic Riders Club of 

Goulburn Inc. 
 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Members of the Classic Riders Club of Goulburn extend an invitation to participants in this year’s Annual Ride.  To 

everyone who joined us last year, we hope to see you again … and to those of you who are considering coming for the 

very first time, we would love the opportunity to meet you. 

 

Questions to the Rally Director on 0422 367 011 most welcome. 

 

 

This year’s theme – Superbikes 
 

 

 

 

28th Annual Classic Ride 
 

Friday 25th October 2019 
Registration meet and greet 

 

Saturday 26th October 2019  
Saturday ride and presentation evening 

 

Sunday 27th October 2019 
Sunday ride 

 

All makes and year models of 

motorcycle welcome for our 

Annual Ride. 

 

The chance to win – 
Best pre 1931 

Best 1931 – 1940 

Best 1941 – 1950 

Best 1951 – 1960 

Best 1961 – 1970 

Best 1971 – 1980 

Best 1981 - 1989 

Best Modern – post 1989 

Best British 

Best European 

Best American 

Best Japanese 

Best Outfit 

Best Trike/Spyder 

Best Unrestored 

Best  Superbike 

Youngest rider, oldest bike combo 

Oldest rider, oldest bike combo 

Queen of the Rally 

Club Choice 

 

To honour this year’s theme, 

Superbike entries will be offered 

the option of a static display.  

All other motorcycles must be 

ridden. 

 

 

 

Recognising 50 years since the 

unveiling of Honda’s CB750 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

                                                                                            

 

 

 

 

 

                                                           

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

  

Remember our Supporters for 

the Annual Ride 2018 

Goulburn Workers’ Club 
Goulburn Tourist Centre 

Can Assist 
Binda Public School 

Tarago Public School 
Rotary of Goulburn 

Tony Nixon, Southern Highlands Trophies 
Steve Ruddell and Corby Leah 

Cake Wizard 
Goulburn Police 

David Schweers – Shannons 
Old Bike Australasia Magazine 
The Dormie House, Moss Vale 

 

and our SPONSORS 

Peter Scott Stihl Shop 
Goulburn Engineering 

South Goulburn Caravan Park 
Goulburn Produce 

Jewell Builders 
Goulburn Power Centre 

Goulburn Electrical Wholesalers 
Auto One 

Worklocker 
 

BUSINESS REGISTER 

A listing of business contacts within our Club 
Please give your details to Dale if you would like your business added  

 
 

 
Mick McCarthy 
02 4821 6166 

Motorbike seats/upholstery 
 

 

 
Ian McMurdo 
0419 147 099 

Cancer Assistance Network 
 

 

 
Leon Williamson & Sasithorn Prasert 

0412 060 655 
Short Term Accommodation 

 

 
 

 
Colin Jewell 

0418 482 630 
(02) 4821 1459 

Green Smart Professional Licensed Builder 
 
 

 

Rob & Bronwyn Temple 
0428 214 653 

Surface Preparation Specialists 
 
 

  
Dale Towell 

0422 367 011 
Weddings, Baby Namings, All Occasions 

 
**** 

Space available ‘here’ for more business notices 
 

 



 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The Editor invites club members to contribute to our Magazine. 

Please send articles/information of interest to Dale via her email address  

doey8@bigpond.com  

and include Magazine Article in the subject line. 

 

Events and Outings 

Projects 

New purchases and the story of a new motorcycle 

arrival 

Rebuilds and Restoration – step by step progress 

Photographs 

Details also welcome for our Business Register to which all members can refer.  
We have an immense collection of skills and talent within our club - please 

share your business name and your preferred contact with Dale and we can 
include this in our next and each future issue.   

 

 

 

NEXT ISSUE 

 

mailto:doey8@bigpond.com

